A Publication of the Kelowna Garden Club
President's Message
I love spring flowers! My Winter Aconites are just finishing, the
snow drops are in full bloom. Crocus are in bud, and daffodils are
up 6 inches, although the buds are still hidden.
Now it is "Prep Time"in our gardens. Start a spring cleanup.
Remove winter protection gradually as growth appears. Ensure
those fresh new sprouts are well protected in case of a sudden
frost. To add early colour to your garden, plant pansies. They will
withstand late frosts (protect them if temperatures fall below -4C)
To follow up with the blue streak, Pantone's colour of the year,
Classic Blue, dress your gardens with new dreamy blue blossoms
,"Blue My Mind " dwarf morning glories (Evolvulus). This annual's
heat-tolerant, true blue flowers bloom all summer long!
And if you love to exsperiment with new flowers, the plant of the
year is the Geum, zone 3 to 9. This is a fairly new plant of a genus
which comprises the avens.
Clear your calendars for the April activities of the club - the
succulent potting workshop on the 2nd, and the plant sale on the
25th. These provide a great time to get to visit with club
members.

The Seedy Sunday was a Splashing Success!
Four new members joined the club. It was an excellent
attendance. I was pleased to see the high interest in seeds and
vegetables gardening is alive and well! Many thanks to our
volunteers, Nancy Webb ,Gudrun Hohenwarter, Ethel Valiant and
Chris Casey who attended to the Kelowna Garden Table.
Get out in your garden, dig in the soil, and enjoy the Spring!

April
2020

Our April meeting is at
the First Lutheran
Church, 4091 Lakeshore
Road on Tuesday, April
7th:

OUR APRIL SPEAKER
is
KATHRYN MCCOURT
her presentation will be

VEGGIE GARDENING
in THE 21st CENTURY
Kathryn is a retired
teacher, farmer, freelance
writer, florist and
gardener. She was a
founding member of the
Penticton Farmers’
Market and Penticton
Urban Agriculture
Association. Currently
she is a board member of
the Friends of the
Summerland Ornamental
Gardens and chair of the
Grounds Committee.

SPRING PLANT SALE
at

GUISACHAN HERITAGE GARDENS
1060 Cameron Ave, Kelowna
Saturday, April 25, 2020 – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(rain or shine)
We are calling all green leprechauns, green thumbers, not so green thumbers, but especially
all gardeners young and old. It is time to start planning your donations to the Garden Club
Spring Plant Sale (some of us started last fall which is also a good time to pot things up for
the next sale)!
This is the main fundraiser for the club and we invite each of you to participate in any way
you can. To make this event successful, we look forward to your support.
We shall have a table to sell garden paraphernalia such as decorative pots, ornaments, tools,
garden books/magazines, etc. With these added features we expect a very large turnout. As
you all know, last year we had an exceptionally great crowd and we were sold out by before
12 noon.!!! Therefore, we need you to be extra generous this year with your donations so
we have more stock available to the public.
If you are starting plants from seed and have some extra, please consider potting them up
for the sale. Vegetables of all kinds would be very much appreciated as more and more
folks are growing their own food.
Once the ground is thawed and you are out in the garden, don’t forget to pot up your surplus
plants, and set aside extra bulbs, tubers, etc. for the sale. Label the potted plants and don’t
forget to note the colour of any flowering plants. Should you need additional pots please
don’t hesitate to get in touch with Darlene.
Divisions need to be potted up in March or early April so that the plants have time to
develop some new roots and thus have a better chance of survival. Here are some
additional guidelines:
1. Use pots that are clean (wipe down the outside of the pot after potting the plant up) and
in good condition.
2. Pot up plants that are healthy and pest free.
3. Tag with the plant name, height, colour and growing conditions required (tags can be
anything from tongue depressors, to cut up sections of plastic yogurt containers).
4. Please note on the tag if the plant is particularly vigorous.
Your plants and gardening material can be brought to the Guisachan Heritage Gardens
between 5 pm and 7 pm. on Friday, April 24th. The donation of your plants as well as the
time and effort spent in potting them is very much appreciated.
We will be asking for volunteers at our March and April meetings. Please contact Louise
Sewell 250-868-9000 or by email lsewl@hotmail.com , Darlene Cross at 250-868-8785 or by
email gardenclubdarlene2@yahoo.com.
Be sure to join us and invite your friends and relatives – together we can make sure this
important fundraiser is a huge success.
2020 Plant Sale Co-ordinators: Louise Sewell and Darlene Cross. Helper: Chris Casey.

Plant of the Month
Golden Currant (Ribes aureum) is a
small to medium-sized deciduous
shrub, 2–3 metres (7–10ft) tall, with
spineless twigs; and dark silver-gray
bark. It is native to grassland,
coniferous forests, forest margins,
streambanks and shrubby mountain
slopes in the western U.S and Canada
from
British
Columbia
to
Saskatchewan south to California,
western Nebraska and Texas. Clove
currant, native in Saskatchewan and
south to Louisiana and Texas, is often
listed as a variant with stronger
scented flowers.
Leaves are broadly ovate to rounded
glossy leathery light green 2-4cm (12in) long, with 3 or 5 lobes, which turn
reddish-purple in fall.
In spring the shrub produces clusters
of up to 15 conspicuous golden yellow
flowers, often with a pronounced,
spicy fragrance similar to that of
cloves or vanilla. Flowers may be shades of cream to reddish and are also edible.
From a young age the shrub produces berries 0.5-1.0 cm (<0.4 in) in diameter, usually
black. They ripen mid to late summer (July-August). They are edible raw, and very tart.
Best grown in organically rich, fertile, medium moisture, well-drained soils in full sun to
part shade. Tolerates a wide range of soils ranging from dry to seasonally flooded ones.
Tolerates poor soils, clay soils and drought. But prefers consistent and even moisture.
Some part afternoon shade is appreciated in hot summers, but there will be fewer flowers
and fruits. If grown for fruit, cross-pollination will produce better yields.
Usually no serious insect or disease problems. In wet, humid conditions, anthracnose,
powdery mildew and fungal leaf spot can be troublesome. Susceptible to honey fungus. It
is an alternative host to white pine blister rust which may be a problem in areas with pine
trees. Currant aphid, scale, currant bud mite and currant fruit fly are potential insect
pests. Spreads by suckers to form colonies in optimum growing conditions.
Hardy to zone 3, particularly the clove currant variant.
Attractive to birds, hummingbirds, butterflies, especially useful for native pollinators.
Useful as an attractive hedge in dry gardens. Cultivars may be available at your local
nurseries, and these will probably have larger berries.

Succulent Potting Workshop
Date: Thursday, April 2nd
Time: 10 am to 12 noon
Location: 1449 Aspen Court, Kelowna.
Rachael Fleming has once again offered her back yard as
our gathering place to pot-up the succulents for our
Plant Sale; thank you Rachael.
After last year’s workshop we were asked to hold it
earlier so the plants get a chance to settle in before they
head to the sale: therefore, the first week of April seems
fitting.
We are looking for donations of soil, succulents, unique
pots, moss, etc. to help us with our workshop. We can
pick up your donations; just give Darlene a call at 250868-8785 or text at the same number.
Please join us at the workshop (dress accordingly as it
may be cool; garden gloves, warm footwear, etc. ) for a
fun time in the garden.
Rachael Fleming
Darlene Cross

OKANAGAN XERISCAPE ASSOCIATION
Spring Plant Sale
May 2nd
H2O CENTRE,
4075 Gordon Dr, Kelowna

OPEN GARDENS
Hello Fellow Gardeners: this is the time of year when we gardeners are getting the
strong desire to dig our hands into the soil. Have you had the thought, opening your
garden to your fellow members? Opening your gardens to them can feel very
intimidating for some of us. There should be no worries, because all gardens are special.
Yours does not need to be large or elaborate ,because it will be perfect in your eyes and
will express your ideas and choices.
Gardens will not be judged. We should just like to share your experience and skills. It
also is a wonderful opportunity for socializing. Your offer to us to visit your garden
would be very appreciated!
Gudrun Hohenwarter ph:250-765-5092, Email-gudrunhohenwarter0@gmail.com
Shirley DeGoes
ph:778-797-0300, Email: shirley.degoes@gmail.com

SEEDY DAYS

Kamloops Seedy Saturday
Saturday March 14, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m
OLPH Parish Hall
Kamloops, BC
Vernon Seedy Saturday
Saturday March 21, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Vernon, BC
Lumby Seedy Sunday
Sunday March 22,
Lumby, BC
Contact: lumbyseedswap@gmail.com
Summerland Seedy Saturday
Saturday March 28, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Alliance Church, 14820 Victoria Rd N
Summerland, BC
Peachland Seedy Saturday
Saturday April 4, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m
Peachland Community Center 4450- 6th Street
Peachland, BC
Cherryville Seedy Saturday
Saturday April 4,
Cherryville, BC

Annual General
Meeting
Friends of the
Summerland
Research Station
Gardens
March 25, 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Arts and Culture Centre,
9525 Wharton St,
Summerland, BC

Spring
Flowers

so happy to see them

Barbara
Butler
and assistant

A
Tower
Garden

Southern Interior Horticulture Association
Spring Meeting
Hosted by:

Okanagan Floral Art Club
Okanagan Horticultural and Floral Art Judges Association

Date:

April 18, 2020 from 11 a.m. to 3.p.m.

Location:

Lakeview Heights Community Hall
860 Anders Road, West Kelowna, BC

Guest Speaker:

Cindy Tataryn

Topic:

Why Should Garden Clubs have Flower Shows

Cindy is a Horticultural and Floral Art Judge and First Vice President of BC Council of
Garden Clubs. She is very involved in several Garden Clubs and Floral Art Clubs in the
Lower Mainland. We are indeed fortunate that Cindy will come all the way from Surrey to
speak at our meeting.
The afternoon session will consist of a short business meeting, a discussion topic for
everyone to participate and a fun “Mixer”.

Coffee, tea and dainties will be served but please bring your own lunch.

OKANAGAN VALLEY FLORAL ART CLUB
Demonstration & Workshop on Floral Design
using Supermarket Bouquets

Meeting Date: March 18, 2020 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Meeting Place: Lakeview Heights Community Hall
860 Anders Road West
West Kelowna, BC
Please advise either Janet Stoll (stolljanetandfred@gmail.com or Alicja Paradzik
(alicjapar44@gmail.com) if you are planning to attend.

Executive 2020
President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Co-Secretary:
Co-Secretary:
Director/Newsletter Editor:
Director/Membership:
Director/Flower Show Convenor:
Director/Parlour Show:
Director/Publicity:
Director/Advertising:
Past Co-President:
Past Co-President:
Assistants:
Membership:
50/50 Draw:
Helper:
Door Prizes:
Greeters:

Flower Show:
Open Gardens:
Parlour Show:
Photo Board:
Photographers:

Plant Sale:
Helper:
Speakers & Excursions:
Helper:
Technical:
Webmistress & Facebook:

Marilyn Degraw
Alicja Paradzik
?
Nancy Webb
Sheila Matsuo
John Waddington
Marian Ingram
Brendalyn Belbin
Louise Sewell
Jennifer Van Ryckeghem
Lisa Boulanger
Darlene Cross
Barbara Bowmar

250-317-6029
250-212-7664

Bev Thomas
Sharon Blaney
Iris Moffatt
Jeanette Lange
Nancy Webb
Donna Buch
Pauline & Ray Waruk
Karen McLaren (backup)
Gudrun Hohenwarter
Shirley De Goes
Gudrun Hohenwarter
Shirley De Goes

250-762-7610
250-490-7011
250-861-1113
778-215-5318
250-448-3970
250-860-0788
250-762-5659
250-763-3502
250-765-5092
778-797-0300
250-765-5092
778-797-0300

Ethel Valiant
Jean Dangerfield
Bob Wilson
Jane Rampone
Louise Sewell
Darlene Cross
Chris Casey
Alicja Paradzik
Jane Rampone
John Waddington
Darlene Cross

250-764-2471
250-764-0620
250-764-0005
250-861-6643
250-768-9000
778-753-6264
250-764-5115
250-212-7664
250-861-6643
250-769-7848
778-753-6264

250-448-3970
250-801-5790
250-769-7848
236-420-1546
250-808-9514
250-768-9000
204-915-6641
250-215-3192
250-868-8785
250-768-9355

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
March 3, 2020
Recording: Sheila Matsuo/Nancy Webb
Welcome: New President, Marilyn Degraw, welcomed everyone.
Outgoing Executive: Marilyn Degraw thanked the outgoing Executive: Co- Presidents Darlene
Cross and Barbara Bowmar, Treasurer - Lisa Boulanger, Co-Secretary - Jane Rampone and
Advertising Editor - Chris Casey. A bouquet of flowers was presented to Darlene Cross in
appreciation for her service. (Due to her absence, the bouquet for Barbara Bowmar was
delivered to her home.)
Introduction of New Executive: President – Marilyn Degraw, Vice President – Alicja Paradzik, CoSecretary- Nancy Webb, Director- Flower Show Convenor, Brendalyn Belbin, Director- Publicity
Jennifer Van Ryckeghen .
Membership Report: Marian Ingram reported there are 46 members tonight. The early bird
draw was won by Louise Sewell. The current KGC Membership stands at 146.
Approval of November 5, 2019 Minutes: These were published in the December 2019 Weeders’
Digest. No errors or omissions noted. Denis Hicks moved the minutes be accepted. Seconded by
Donna Buch. Carried.
Budget 2020: Marilyn Degraw and Alicja Paradzik presented the budget that was prepared by
Lisa Boulanger and approved by the Executive. The budget showed a significant deficit due
mostly to the increased cost of the tent for the flower show. The pros and cons of the budget
presented were discussed. Everyone was thanked for their input. Shirley DeGoes moved to
accept the budget as presented. Seconded by Don Rampone. Carried.
Announcements:
1. A vacancy still remains for the Treasurer position. Lisa Boulanger has indicated she would be
the bookkeeper. Anyone interested in being Treasurer, please contact Marilyn Degraw.
2. Seedy Sunday - Parkinson Recreation Centre on March 8, 2020 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Admission is $2.00. Thank you to all who have volunteered for this event. Club Memberships
will be sold at the KGC booth.
3. Plant Sale: Darlene Cross reported on the progress of the Plant Sale Planning. A Succulent
Potting Workshop will be held on April 2, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at Rachel Fleming’s home. Eightyone succulent pots were created last year and quickly sold. A sign-up list for volunteers for the
Plant Sale was passed around and a request was made for contributions of pots/containers/soil
for the workshop to be brought to the next meeting April 7, 2020.
4. Open Gardens – Gudrun Hohenwarter reported that six members opened their gardens last
year and each received a $15.00 Gift Certificate. Contact Gudrun when you are ready to open
your garden.
5. Excursions and Workshops: Alicja Paradzik and Jane Rampone asked the Membership for
suggestions for Excursions and Workshops. They are currently working on a few ideas and
welcome any input.
Correspondence:
1. Barbara Bowmar and Louise Sewell (co-presidents of the Okanagan Orchid Society) sent a
thank you letter on behalf of the Okanagan Orchid Society regarding the Kelowna Garden Club

co-sponsorship and financial support of the recent Thomas Miranda presentation on Orchid
Diversity.
2. Debbie MacMillan advised Flower Power Garden Tour will be held June 20, 2020. Early Bird
tickets will be available at Seedy Sunday on March 8, 2020 for $25.00.
3. There are volunteer opportunities at the Central Okanagan Hospice House Gardens. If
interested, Contact Carmen at 250-862-4126 ext. 16139 or carmen@hospicecoha.org
Parlour Show Results: Linda Edser, a Horticulture and Floral Art Judge presented an informative
talk on what judges are looking for when judging flowers/arrangements and plants while
looking at the selection of entries tonight. Shirley Degoes won the “Indoor Gardening Award” for
her entry in the Houseplant category. The medallion for the Aggregate winner for 2019 was
presented to Iris Moffatt.
Speaker: Barbara Butler of Tower Gardens with assistant Jaylin Rees presented a very
informative talk and video and slide presentation on the benefits of Tower Gardens by Juice Plus.
After reviewing the benefits of healthy eating by consuming more fruits and vegetables she
explained the workings of the Tower Garden and her involvement with schools and other groups
in promoting this way of growing vegetables. A thank you gift was presented by Alicja Paradzik.
50/50 prize was drawn by Iris Moffatt.
Door Prizes were drawn and awarded by Nancy Webb.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm

April Parlour Show
Class 1: “Lenten Rose” – one stem of Hellebore, any variety, any colour.
Class 2: “Blooming Branches” – a display of branches blooming in your garden or forced into
bloom, in a vase.

Class 3: “Tulipmania” – one or more tulips in a vase with own foliage.
Class 4: “Dancing Daffodils” – a bouquet of one or more varieties of Narcissi in a suitable vase.
Class 5: “Early Bloomers” – any flowers other than tulips and narcissi in whatever form you
wish – in a pot or single stem or as an arrangement.

Class 6: “Happy Easter” – a flower arrangement that May include accessories. There is a prize
for the best Easter arrangement – “Easter Bunny Award”.

Class 7: “Pot of Herbs” – any one or more herbs that have been grown in a pot in your home
or garden.

Class 8: “Show and Tell”

