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President's Report
It's gotten warm. My garden is growing like crazy. Some gardeners like the spring, and
some like the summer, but I like them all, as each season calls for a change in what will
bloom next or which veggie is ready to eat. My peas have grown so tall, they are falling
over the top of the trellis. Thanks to all the rain we have had! The growth of the bushes
and shrubs have caused the pruner to work over time.
Summer is always a great time to get together with friends and family in your
garden or on your patio and enjoy the beauty & smells of the garden.
Mixing herbs with some of your cut flowers make interesting outdoor table centres.
I really missed the Flower Show this year, but Alicja, our Vice President, came up
with the wonderful idea of a "Virtual Flower Show".
Thanks to all of you who took pictures of your beauties and sent them in. The
judges need time to sort through them all, so you will get the results a little time after this
newsletter.
We had 6 members who opened their gardens in June/July . The gardens were
beautiful with many outstanding features! What a wonderful way to pass the afternoon &
meet again. The social distancing was kept and each one used signs to enter at on side and
exit on the opposite side. It went very smoothly & safely. Thanks to all. I am looking
forward to more open gardens this month.

We are planning on having a meeting September 1st, the first Tuesday
of the month! Our meeting place, the First Lutheran Church is open to hold
50, using social distancing. So make a note on your calendar. Nothing is for
sure these days, but we will keep you posted.
Keep safe, relax and have a wonderful summer!
Marilyn Degraw, President

Tulips the way I do it
By Shirley Hathway
My spring garden is host to hundreds of red tulips that come back every year. I don’t
remember ever purchasing more than a package of twenty five. Over twenty two years or so
they have multiplied to hundreds. Over the years I have had to dig up large clumps as they
formed, store the bulbs through the summer, and replant them in the fall; always having to
search for a spare place for their new home.
When I need to dig up a large clump of these tulips that are too crowded, I dig them up
after they bloom. I place them in any available container and cover them with earth, leaving
them in the sun until the leaves die back and dry. Then I shake the dirt off, remove the leaves
from the bulb, and store the bulbs on flats in a dry location. Then they are ready to replant in
the fall. I have read that the perennial tulips should be planted deeper than normally suggested.
You can read about that on the internet.
Normally I leave the tulips in place year round. They are perennial tulips, probably
Darwin but I cannot give you the name. They are red with tall, strong stems and a black centre
with yellow outline. When the blooms are fading I deadhead them. I like to deadhead just before
they are ready to drop all their petals to avoid cleaning up the petals from the ground.
I wait until the leaves have yellowed and then I just pull on the leaves and stem. If they
release from the bulb I know I can do the final clean up. If when I pull, they will not release, I
wait another week or so until they will. In this way I do not have to use pruners to cut off the
leaves to the ground. It is a much faster clean up and my tulips respond very well to this method.
Other tulips in my garden are treated in the same way. They are more the varietal tulips
which are unique and beautiful but which often only come back for a few years and then
disappear.

Species Tulips
John Waddington
Everyone grows tulips, those brightly-coloured cups on stalks that produce a wonderful
introduction to spring in our gardens. They have been grown and admired in the Middle East
since at least before the 10th century, but were introduced to Europe only 500 years ago, and to
North America during settlement by Europeans. Since they were first brought to Europe they
have been argued over, fought over, and financially bankrupted over, mostly in Holland where at
present, the majority of bulbs are produced. Over the centuries much hybridization as well as
natural variation have led to our present abundance of tulip hybrids in every colour and colour
combination, size and shape.
In public gardens, bulbs are planted in fall for flowering the following spring, dug up and
replaced with annual flowers when they fade, and new bulbs planted again in fall. In our home
gardens we usually keep them longer, but many are not reliably as attractive in later years and
need to be replaced. As well, our friendly deer love to eat the foliage in early spring, and often
the flowers as they open.
The original wild tulips of which there are about 75 species, still exist. The flowers tend to
be smaller, often growing closer to the ground, but the plants are reliably hardy, multiplying
slowly to aggressively depending on the species, and seemingly less attractive to deer. They are
native to a wide swath of countries from Turkey east to Mongolia, in climates generally with cool
to cold winters and hot dry summers, much like our Okanagan climate or to something more
like southern Saskatchewan. Many are available, not reliably at your local bulb merchant, but
through the internet and catalogues, and are well worth having in your garden. Sometimes a
colour variant is offered under an attractive (for sales purposes I suspect) name without giving
the species name, which can be a problem when you want to know whether you are getting a
species or a hybrid.
I have tried several in my garden. Most are still here, some after about 20 years. Some
have multiplied very little. Others have spread excessively by seed.

Tulipa batalinii
Tulipa batalinii is native to
Uzbekistan where it grows on stony
hillsides.
Easily grown in average, medium,
well-drained soil in full sun. Best in
somewhat gritty soils. It will establish
itself in the garden and perform well over
a longer period of years than most hybrid
tulips.
Medium green leaves are fairly
narrow. Leave foliage in place until it
yellows.
It produces single, soft yellow

flowers with wide, pointed petals on 6-10” stems in April. Flowers will only open with sun, and
the intensity of the sun determines how far they open.
It also comes in shades of red, yellow, or orange. There are several cultivated varieties
including Apricot Jewel, Bronze Charm, Bright Gem, and Red Gem.
Hardy to zone 3. Drought-tolerant.
No serious insect or disease problems. Gray mold, stem rot and basal rot are occasional
problems. Parts of plant are poisonous if ingested, and handling it may cause skin irritation with
some people.

Tulipa clusiana var. chrysantha
Tulipa clusiana var chrysantha is a native of
Uzbekastan. It is sometimes sold as Tulipa chrysantha.
It prefers well-drained, organically enriched soil,
and is useful in rock gardens. Spring moisture should
be good, but dry weather in summer is necessary. Do
not put them in a spot that gets a lot of water during
the summer when they are dormant, or they will rot. As
with all species tulips, they will multiply if left alone,
with this species by rhizomes. Over about 20 years the
colony has spread from a few bulbs to a patch scattered
over a couple of meters among grass and under shrubs.
The leaves are fairly narrow and grey-green.
They should not be cut back until they begin to yellow.
Flowers are red on the outside of the petals and
yellow on the inside. The flowers usually remain closed
through the morning or on cloudy days, showing only
the outside color of the petals. When warmed by the
sun, they open to reveal yellow petal color on the
inside, and form a star when completely open.
There is some variation in flower colour. Pale yellow-rose and white-cerise selections are
available. The most commonly-available cultivated variety is Tubergen's Gem.
Hardy to zone 3. Drought-tolerant. Deer have never bothered it.
Plant in well drained soil at least 8 cm deep and 12 cm apart.

Tulipa clusiana
Tulipa clusiana is known as the Lady Tulip or the Candy Cane Tulip. It is native to Iran and
east to Pakistan. Its botanical name commemorates Charles de l'Ecluse (1526-1609), the
Flemish botanist usually known under the latinized form of his name as Carolus Clusius.
This tulip grows from 13 to 30 cm high. The original selection is sterile and spreads by
rhizomes, producing patches of narrow grey leaves 15 cm long, with a few flowering shoots
among them. In my garden over about 20 years it has spread from a couple of bulbs to a patch

about 2 metres diameter. A newer selection is
apparently fertile, shorter, and not rhizomatous.
The basic flower color is white with the three
outer petals red with a pink band on the back.
Inside the flower there is sometimes a small purple
blotch at the base of the petals. The flowers are
produced singularly or in pairs and are 25-30 cm
tall. They remain closed on dull days but when the
sun shines they open wide.
Leave the browning foliage on your tulips
until every leaf has died down to allow the bulb to
store food for next year's display.
Hardy to zone 3. Drought-tolerant. Prefers a
well-drained sandy or chalky site in full sun or
partial shade.
Pests and diseases are not usually a problem.
Deer have never bothered them in my garden.
Apparently it is toxic.
Plant in well drained soil at least 8 cm deep
and 12 cm apart.

Tulipa kaufmanniana
A species tulip native to Turkestan and
Uzbekistan. It flowers very early – March some years.
The flowers of some selections have pointed petals
which open almost completely flat on sunny days,
and when fully-opened the flower supposedly looks
more like a water lily than a tulip, and some varieties
have been cultivated to take advantage of this, so
that the inside colour is sometimes dramatically
different from the outside.
Many selections have been made from the original
species and in some cases are clearly hybrids. They
are available in nearly every color except true blue.
The photo here is of the variety ‘Ancilla’, introduced
to gardening in 1955 by the Dutch grower C. G. van
Tubergen.
All Kaufmanniana types are low-growing with
large flowers, larger than the true species. They will
all multiply over time into a clump of bulbs. Remove
spent flowers: any seeds are unlikely to come true to
type.
Hardy to zone 3, drought-tolerant.

Plant in fall in rich, well-drained soil in an area with full sunlight. Include all-purpose
granular fertilizer and water deeply after planting, as they need moisture to trigger growth.
Thereafter, don’t water unless the weather is hot and dry. Tulip bulbs rot in soggy soil. Don’t
remove foliage until it dies down and turns yellow.

Tulipa Saxatilis
Tulipa saxatilis is native to the
Southern Aegean islands, Crete and
southern Turkey usually in stony
conditions.
Pointed pinkish-lilac petals open to
yellow-centred star-shaped flowers on
slim stems in mid- to late spring. Each
stem produces one to three lightly scented
flowers. It is rhizomatous and will
naturalize itself in the garden.
Very
drought
tolerant
once
established. Hardy to zone 3. Considered
tolerant of soil under walnut trees. Very
cold hardy but does not need an extended
cold period to bloom.
No serious insect or disease problems. Gray mold, stem rot and basal rot are occasional
problems in wetter soil conditions than in its native area.
Potentially harmful if eaten. Contact may cause skin allergy.
Easily grown in average, medium, or poor well-drained soil in full sun without summer
water. It is ideally suited for rock gardens or gravel strips. An excellent tulip for xeriscape areas,
dry banks, poor, stony soils. Plant bulbs 10-15cm deep in fall. 'Lilac Wonder” is the most
commonly available selection.

Tulipa sylvestris
The wild tulip or woodland tulip is a
Eurasian and North African species
extending from Portugal and Morocco to
western China, It also has become
naturalized in central and northern Europe
and a few locations in North America. The
plant can increase quite rapidly by means of
underground stolons and can be difficult to
eradicate.
Star-shaped, yellow flowers with a
hint of green on the petal backs, sometimes
tinged red on the outside, up to 25 cm tall,
often with a pronounced lemon perfume.

The photograph was taken at the Summerland Research Station Gardens.
Easily grown in well-drained soil. In the Pakistani region of Baluchistan it is the provincial
flower.
It can grow in semi-shade (light woodland) or full sun.
Can be damaged by slugs, aphids and stem and bulb eelworm; squirrels may eat the bulbs.
May be subject to tulip fire and bulb rots All parts may cause severe discomfort if eaten.
Plant 10 to 15cm deep in fertile, well-drained soil. Protect from excessive wet and shelter
from strong winds. Drought-tolerant once established. Deadhead after flowering.

Tulipa tarda
Tulipa tarda is native to central Asia,
growing in rocky subalpine meadows. It
produces 2 to 7 spear-shaped, recurved,
shiny, vivid green leaves, up to 20 cm long,
and in late spring 4 to 6 upward-facing
star-shaped, yellow and white flowers ,
sometimes with a green or red feathering
on the edges.
Prefers a well-drained neutral to
slightly acid soil. Needs full or at least
afternoon sun.
Drought tolerant. Extra water not
needed. An excellent spring bulb for the
dryland garden. Easily grown in average,
medium, well-drained soil in full sun. It
seems to prefer a humusy well-drained
soil. Plant bulbs 4-5” deep in fall.
Eating may cause severe discomfort
and handling plant may cause a skin
allergy.
Bulbs multiply, and if seed pods are
allowed to mature, will produce many
seedlings. Leave foliage in place until it
yellows but deadhead after flowering if you wish to avoid seedlings in abundance.
Hardy to zone 3. No major pests or diseases, although it can be damaged by slugs, aphids,
and stem and bulb eelworm; squirrels may eat the bulbs. Gray mold, stem rot and basal rot are
occasional problems when the bulbs are grown in too wet conditions.
You may find it sold under the name Tulipa urumiensis. Also, it was confused with Tulipa
dasystemon for a long time so may occur with that name.

Tulipa turkestanica
Tulipa turkestanica is native to
central Asia, notably Iran and
Turkestan, where it grows on
stony slopes, river margins and
rocky ledges at altitudes
between 1800–2500 m.
It requires a free draining soil
in full sun and a position where
the bulb will get a summer
baking.
It has 2-4 glaucous-green or
grey-green leaves up to 15 cm
long from each bulb.
The flowers are usually white,
sometimes pinkish-red, with a
yellow centre and are flushed
greenish-grey or greenish-pink
on the outside. Each plant produces from 1-12 flowers on a branching stem, and they open wide
like stars in direct sunlight. They resemble Tulipa tarda, but have less yellow and are taller. They
have a mild unpleasant fragrance.
The plant will multiply slowly from bulb increase and rapidly from seed if allowed to die
back naturally.
Hardy to zone 3. Drought-tolerant. Do not water in summer.

Tulipa violacea
This species tulip is native to Asia
Minor, Iran and the Caucasus. The species
has been known in Europe since the early
1800s.
It is sold under a variety of names,
(Tulipa pulchella, Tulipa humilis var
violacea, Tulipa violacea) in part because
there is a wide range of flower colour.
It has 2-5 narrow grey-green leaves
often with a red edging.
It flowers very early- March or
early April in the Okanagan, naturalizes
easily and multiplies slowly. Flowers can
be from bright rose-pink to deep purpleviolet with dark blue, black, or (usually)
yellow basal markings. There is also a

variety with white petals and blue basal markings. The several variants multiply true to type.
It requires full sun in a well-drained soil which dries out in summer when the
bulbs are dormant.
It is an excellent early tulip for a dry garden. As with most bulbs, it is offered for sale in fall,
though it is not always available at the valley nurseries.

Tulipa whitallii
Native to Bulgaria, Greece and
Western Turkey and named
after a British entrepreneur
based in Constantinople who
discovered and traded in bulbs.
Also named Tulipa orphanidea.
The species has at various times
been treated as a variable taxon
with a range of forms, divided
into subspecies, including T. o.
whittalii, or as a number of
different
discrete
species,
including T. bithynica, T. hageri
and T. whittallii. Its native
habitat includes black pine
forests, fields and roadsides, at
altitudes up to 1,700 m.
It produces 2 to 7 spear-shaped smooth grass-green leaves, often with purplish edges.
It bears 1 to 4 star-shaped, bronze-orange flowers feathered green on the exterior and
with black basal marks on the interior. Flowering time is mid-season.
Hardy to zone 4. Prefers well-drained soil in sun or part shade. Parts of plant are
poisonous if ingested.
Plant 10 to 15 cm deep in fertile, well-drained soil. Protect from excessive wet and shelter
it from strong winds.
Deadhead after flowering
Can be damaged by slugs, aphids, and stem and bulb eelworm; squirrels and mice may eat
the bulbs. May be subject to tulip fire, tulip viruses and tulip grey bulb rot.
There are several colour forms which are stable in cultivation, all of which has resulted
from the confusion in its taxonomy.
The photograph was taken at the Summerland Research Station Gardens.

Where to buy species tulips
For a start, you have to become a detective, searching the far corners of the local nurseries
when they bring in the fall bulbs. Species tulips bulbs are usually smaller than those of hybrid
tulips and are often grouped with the “others”, the crocuses, the flowering onion bulbs, the

muscaris, the bulbous irises, etc. Or they may be in the tulip areas, particularly those that have
been selected and given a variety name, usually not obviously a species selection. Most, you
cannot find at the local nurseries. They don’t bring many in because no-one knows about them.
And those of us who do, don’t wait to search at the local nurseries because by the time you find
they don’t have what you are looking for, it is too late to order from the internet and the
catalogues.
So to the catalogues and the internet. Most of the bulb catalogues probably arrived some
time ago. Tracking down the species tulips in them needs the same careful quizzing as at the
nurseries, but you have a bit more time to puzzle out whether the pretty red one labelled “little
beauty” is really Tulipa humilis, and whether “Peppermint Stick” is really Tulipa clusiana. And
the same problems crops up on the internet. The Dutch growers and their agents are all there
with the same mix of named selections often without the species name.
All this wordage doesn’t help much does it? Maybe it is simpler to get a few of the usual
hybrids and let the deer have a nibble on them. The choice is yours.
John Waddington

VIRTUAL FLOWER SHOW 2020
You are all probably anxious to find out the results of the Virtual Flower Show 2020.
We were very pleased with the number of entries. However, it is a bit time
consuming to sort all the entries into the appropriate classes and get everything ready for
the Judges.
All entries have now been sent to the Judges, so stay tuned. The results will be in a
“Special Edition” of the Newsletter that will be sent to you on or about August 7th, and will
also be posted on our Web Page.
At this time, we would like to thank everyone who entered. The numbers and
quality of entries is outstanding. This is a true showing of the vitality of this Club.

Well done!

Lavender Shortbread Cookies
Ingredients
2 cups (500 ml) unsalted butter
1 cup (250 ml) granulated sugar
½ tsp (2.5 ml) salt
4 cups (1 litre) all-purpose flour
1 tbsp (15 ml) fresh lavender flowers, finely chopped
½ tsp (2.5 ml) each vanilla & almond extract

Preparation
1) With a mixer, blend the butter & sugar at medium-low speed for 8-10 min, scraping the
sides of the bowl occasionally.

2) When the mixture is light & fluffy, add the flour at low speed & blend until the
ingredients are well-mixed.
3) Add the lavender, vanilla & almond extracts & mix for 30 sec at low speed.
4) Shape the dough into a ball, wrap in plastic film, and refrigerate for about ½ hr so it is
firm but not hard.
5) On a floured surface, roll out the dough until it is about ¼ in (0.5 cm) thick.
6) Use cookie cutters to shape cookies, or cut into squares, as you wish.
7) Bake at 350 F. ( 175 C) for about 15 min.

Plant of the Month
Showy Four O'clock
(Mirabilis multiflora)
Showy Four O’clock, also
called
Colorado
Four
O'clock is a perennial herb
native to the southwestern
United
States
from
California to Colorado and
Texas,
and
northern
Mexico, where it grows
from a deep taproot in
mostly dry habitat types.
Long branched stems
grow in late spring from the
taproot, and by fall the
plant can reach two metres
in diameter. They detach
when they dry out over late fall and winter leaving no visible part of the crown.
The leaves are oppositely arranged on the spreading stem branches. Each fleshy
hairless leaf has an oval or rounded blade up to 12 centimeters long.
Flowering starts in June and continues until stopped by cool weather. The flowers
occur in leaf axils on the upper branches. Usually six flowers bloom in a bell-shaped
involucre of five partly fused bracts. Each funnel-shaped flower is 3-5 cm wide and magenta
in color. The flowers open in late afternoon and remain until the next morning. They may
open earlier on a cloudy day. They release a musky aroma after opening which attracts
hawkmoths, the primary pollinator.
Drought-tolerant. Plant it in any soil, where it will get plenty of sun and heat. Needs
very little or no irrigation.
Hardy to zone 5.
No pests or diseases of note, but the top growth kills with fall frost.

You can still
Open Your Garden
First of all,we hope that you
are keeping well and taking care of
yourselves and your loved ones.
Even if the future is still
unpredictable,the Club Directors
feel,with certain rules and
regulations, we slowly can start
,opening our gardens and let us all
enjoy their beauties.
The required rules and
restrictions (Numbers and
Distance) set by the Provincial
Health Officer Dr.Bonnie Henry,
would be strictly followed.
If you are feeling
comfortable, opening your garden
under under those conditions,
please contact
Gudrun Hohenwarter, 250-7655092
gudrunhohenwarter0@gmail.com
or Shirley De Goes, 778-797-0300
shirley.degoes@gmail.com
Assistants-Open Gardens

Membership Structure during COVID-19
The Executive have reviewed changes of the membership structure during this time,
due to COVID-19. As we cannot hold meetings or activities, we have extended the
membership to the following:
If meetings start in September, existing members (those who paid their 2020
membership in full in the first part of 2020) will have 50% of their membership dues
rolled forward to be applied to 2021 dues.
People who renew their membership and new members signing up after June 15,
2020 will pay 50% of the dues for the remainder of 2020.
Marilyn Degraw President

