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President 's Report - December 2020
The early winter snows caught me still putting my flowers to bed for the season.
I didn't get all my perennials divided either.
We gathered up the pine needles that the wind was wildly blowing across the lawn and
tucked them around the Rhododendron and Hydrangea to keep them warm & add some acid to
the soil.
As our lives get busy and complicated, and the snow blows around us, how do we make
our home a sanctuary, with no Garden to relax in?
A bit of Greenery is clinically proven to reduce stress, so look for a cosy corner in your
house that has lots of light. Then you turn it into a plant zone. Just add 2 or 3 lovely house plants
and see what a difference it makes!
We have a full Executive for next year, 2021! A huge thank you to our new Executive
members. We look forward to working together to guide the affairs of the club, make
recommendations & carry out wishes of the members, actively promote the club, and protect its
reputation.
I have confidence in you all, that our Assistant openings will also be filled for next year.
You are a strong club!
Alicja Paradzik, Vice President, has been a strong support and friend for me throughout
this year. I could not have made it through without her! Many, many thanks Alicja.
You all showed your strength through the stress of the Virus and the club kept moving
forward. We had super Parlour Shows, Virtual Flower Shows, Virtual Plant Sales, and the 8 Open
Gardens, .... what a show of love for growing and nurturing gardens.
With lots of help from Alicja, our Vice President we were able to have a March Meeting,
then September, October & November Meetings and even added the option of Zoom with the
help of Jennifer Van Ryckeghem .
With much sadness we say goodbye to John and Charmaine Waddington who are leaving
us for Ottawa. We thank both of you for extended support of the Kelowna Garden Club for many
years. You will be missed.
Now to turn our thoughts to celebrate a wonderful Christmas Season.
We have our Christmas tree up and the garden trees are all covered in twinkling white
lights. Don't worry. I wouldn't turn them on until December.
Have a wonderful celebration and see you in 2021!
Marilyn Degraw, President.

The Kelowna Garden Club Remembers
By Jean Dangerfield
Remembering three valued members of the Kelowna Garden Club who passed
away in the last year. They will be missed.

Gerry Jones-Evans
Gerry Jones-Evans was a member
of the Kelowna Garden Club since
1986 and a past President of the
Garden Club in the 90’s.
She
continued to serve the Garden Club
for many years and many of you
remember that she took care of
our vast Library up until about
2010.
Here she is with Pat Zander at the
Christmas Pot Luck in 2018.

Debra Camilleri

Carole Taylor

Debra joined the club in 2000,
won 6 trophies and the
overall
Parlour
Shows
competition in 2003, and was
President in 2004 and 2005.
A keen, friendly, creative and
enthusiastic gardener with a
beautiful garden because of
her amazing sense of design
and the skills to implement it.
Unfortunately, shortly after
her
presidency
she
contracted cancer and left the
club for about 10 years. She
rejoined in 2018 and showed
her garden that year, but the
cancer returned.

Carole Taylor organized the Nature’s Gold Sale for the Garden Club
for many years. The young man is her helper, Marc, who lifted the
bags for her. This picture was taken at Carol’s house in April 2015.
The last sale was in 2018.

Plant of the Month
The poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima)
grows as a deciduous shrub or small tree,
typically reaching a height of 0.6–4 m
(2–13 ft) and a spread of 1-3 m (3-7 ft)
from Mexico to Guatemala, on midelevation, usually Pacific-facing fairly dry
slopes. It was described as a new species
in 1834. It got its English name from J R
Poinsett, a botanist and the first US
Minister to Mexico, who began in the
1820s sending poinsettias from Mexico to
his greenhouses in South Carolina.
The plant bears dark green leaves 7–16 cm
(3–6 in) in length that alternate up the
stems and may have teeth on the margin..
The coloured bracts at the ends of the
branches look like petals but are also
leaves. They are most often flaming red but
can be orange, pale green, cream, pink,
white, or marbled.
The tiny flowers of the poinsettia are within the small yellow structures found in the center
of each leaf bunch.
The plant is not hardy outside in our climate. Indoors: water moderately and expose to
moderate sun or light shade.
Poinsettias are susceptible to several diseases. These are unlikely to appear in the house.
The usual indoor plant problems more commonly found are whitefly, mealybugs, red
spider mites and scale. Root or stem rots are caused by overwatering.
The plant's association with Christmas began in 16th-century Mexico, and spread
throughout North America and later, Europe after its introduction by Poinsett. Commercial
breeders have developed compact growth, more suitable for the Christmas market than
the open growth of wild plants. Poinsettias are available in large numbers from grocery,
drug, and hardware stores starting about a month or two before Christmas.
It is possible to rebloom a poinsettia, but troublesome. The leaves develop colours only
through a period of long nights and short days. In January when the leaves start to fall off,
cut the plant back to about 10cm (4 in). Perhaps plant it outside in spring. In late
September bring the plant inside full time to around 16°C (60°F), and provide 14 hours of
total darkness alternating with 10 hours of bright light for around two months.
To propagate poinsettias use stem cuttings in early summer with rooting hormones and
potting mix that has peat moss, perlite, and vermiculite. Do not expect compact growth.
Contrary to much opinion, the plant is not toxic: there is no danger of you, your family or
your pets being killed by eating or chewing on a leaf or two. The most that will happen is
nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. The sap is a skin irritant to some.

Kelowna Garden Club Annual General Meeting Minutes
November 3, 2020, 7:00 p.m.
Recording: Nancy Webb
Meeting held “live” in the Church and on Zoom
Zoom Moderator - Jennifer Ryckeghem
A) Welcome: Marilyn D., President, called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone to the
Annual General Meeting and thanked all the volunteers.

B) Additions or Omissions of the last two General Meetings Minutes: Error in the
September 1, 2020 minutes. The Master Gardeners requested a correction. The correction under
Announcements to read “ On Saturday September 12, 2020 (10am-3pm), Jean and Jack
Dangerfield will be having an Open Garden & Shed Sale. The proceeds will go to the KGC. On
Sunday September 20, 2020 (9am-12 noon), the Master Gardeners will be holding a plant sale
and more at Pat Zander’s home. Proceeds will be used for Master Gardener’s education. Please
wear masks.”

Adoption of the September 1, 2020 General Meeting Corrected minutes of
September 1, 2020 meeting: Moved by Marilyn D. to accept the corrected minutes, seconded
by Rachel Fleming. Carried.

Minutes of October 6, 2020: Moved by Marilyn D., to accept, seconded by Darlene Cross,
Carried.

C) Membership Report: Bev T. reported that there are currently 156 members.
D) Members and Guests: There are 23 members present in person and 12 on Zoom. 0 guests.
E) Treasurer Report: Lisa B. reported the finances are in good standing with no outstanding
debts. Revenues received this year have been sufficient to cover the expenses of the year.
F) Plant Sale Report: Darlene C. requested members to volunteer for the upcoming plant sale
to be held April 24, 2021 with set up Friday April 23, 2021. More details will be published in the
Newsletter.

G) Announcements:
1) Marilyn D. reported the December banquet has been cancelled due to the ongoing COVID-19
virus situation.
2) The Parlour Show Aggregate Award and Most entries in the Parlour Show Award will be given
out at the March 2021 General Meeting.
Elections for 2021-2022: Don R. presented the Four Executive Positions to be filled. These
are 2 year terms with the option of changing to 1 year. There was a call for nominations from the
floor but there were no further nominations being put forward. The following let their names
stand for these positions on the Kelowna Garden Club Executive. They were accepted by
acclamation: Flower Show Director - Rachel Fleming; Treasurer- Sofia Simeonidis; Newsletter
Editor- Marian Ingram; Advertising Director- Brendalyn Belbin. Congratulations to these new
executive members.
Parlour Show: Shirley D. described the parlour show table to the Zoom audience. There were
many lovely displays but the Best in Show was awarded to Marilyn D. for her beautiful rose
arrangement. This was displayed to the Zoom audience by Darlene C.
Presentation of Special Recognition Awards: Marilyn D. and Lisa B. presented these

awards of recognition with a review of each of their outstanding contributions and volunteerism
to the Kelowna Garden Club. Medallions of Recognition were presented to Jean Dangerfield,
Barbara Bowmar, Darlene Cross and John Waddington. These members have given many hours
of volunteer time to make this a vibrant club.
Presentations of Service Awards: Marilyn D. and Bev T. presented the 10 year service
awards to the following: Marian and Phil Ingram, Linda Borrowman, Pat and Gerry Leishman,
Pat Zander, Denise and Frank Richter.
Guest Speaker: Marilyn D. introduced the guest speaker, Ken Salvail, Grower Coach. Ken gave
a very informative presentation on Composting. The topics covered were composting and soil
health, getting an ideal balance in your soil, how to test your soil content from your own garden,
how composting occurs, why we should compost and the benefits of composting.
Marilyn D. thanked Ken and presented him with a gift from the Club.
Door prizes: Drawn and awarded by Marilyn D. and Lisa B.
Meeting adjourned at 8:49 pm.

A few pictures from the November meeting
Everyone
well spread out

Our Zoom Editor

Soil

Roses !

A bit sparse, but excellent contrast
with the background

Ken,
telling us
all about soil

Where else in Canada
in November?

Recognition of Outstanding Service Award
This Award is a way of recognizing members of the Kelowna Garden Club
that have given many hours of volunteer time to make this club what it is today: a
vibrant club that is reaching its 100th year in 2024. Each and every member is
valued. The executive have chosen the following four individuals to honour this
year.

Barbara Bowmar
Barbara currently lives in West Kelowna where
she works at maintaining a lovely, environmentally
friendly garden. She grows vegetables most of the
year in a Trug on her deck.
She is a Master Gardener, a member of the Orchid
Club, part of the Community Clean-up Team in
Kelowna and was on the board of the Central
Okanagan Community Garden. She was also part of
the planning team that developed the Westbank
Community Garden for the Regional District of
Central Okanagan and she managed the garden for
several years. Most importantly, she has been a
member of the Kelowna Garden Club for the last 24
years.
Barbara has always been very involved in each of
the clubs and associations that she belonged to. As
a Master Gardener, she volunteered on several
projects as well as the required volunteer activity of
providing the public with gardening information
especially
regarding
sustainability
and
environmentally friendly approaches. She is now a
Lifetime Member of that association.
She has been very active in the Okanagan Orchid
Society and has given many a presentation on Orchids as well as serving as president of the
Society several times.

Vegetable gardening is another of Barbara’s passions and she has, over the years, given
several workshops on this topic and taught Veggie Growing courses for the City of West Kelowna
and the City of Kelowna.
But most importantly as a member of the Kelowna Garden Club, Barbara has worked
tirelessly to advance the profile of the Club. She has treated our members to several Open
Garden tours of her garden, served as Co-president for two years and most recently she has
taken on the project of compiling the history of the club in preparation for the 100th

Darlene Cross
Darlene lives in a beautiful home in
Kelowna surrounded by a lush garden. She is a
wife, mother and grandmother. She has a part
time job, is a Master Gardener and, of course, a
member of the Kelowna Garden Club since 2003.
Darlene has been very active in the
Kelowna Garden Club helping wherever she can.
She was the Newsletter Editor for six years, is
always involved in Seedy Sunday, our Christmas
Banquet and June Picnic, has opened her garden
to members as well as serving as the Website
Administrator and Facebook administrator for
several years. In this latter role she amends datespecific data at the beginning of every year,
makes sure the Social Media accounts are
updated and contain good garden related links,
announcements for events and photographs of
whatever is happening at the Club.
More recently, in addition to keeping the
Website and Facebook up to date, she has
undertaken organizing the Plant Sale. Since we
couldn’t have a live Plant Sale this year, (due to
the Covid 19 outbreak), Darlene ensured the
Plant Sale carried on by organizing a virtual
plant sale. Through this endeavour she was able to raise a significant sum of money for the
Club.
And, most importantly, Darlene served as Vice-President for one year and Co-President of
the Club for two years. During this time, she ably guided the Club to remain active, vital and
relevant for the members.
A very energetic lady!
By presenting you, Darlene, with this Medallion of “Recognition of Outstanding Service”,
we say thank you for all your contributions to the Kelowna Garden Club.

Jean Dangerfield
Jean joined the Club and worked tirelessly at
advancing the club, promoting the club and
making it a fun place to go.
Over the years she held many formal
positions . She was on the Nominating Committee,
Advertising Director, Publicity Director, Flower
Show Committee member, Door Prize coordinator
and more.
Not an event goes by that Jean isn’t on the
volunteer list. Whether its at the Flower Show at
Guisachan Gardens, or the Spring and Fall plant
sales, Seedy Sundays, Flower Power, pot lucks and
picnics. She is a one woman ambassador for the
Club. For many years she took the Kelowna Garden
Club photo board to these different events and
would sign up more new members than anyone we
know.
Jean grows the most beautiful garden full of lovely
flowers and plant material. All of these find their
way onto the Parlour Show and Flower Show
tables. No show is complete without several of
Jean’s entries.
Jean has opened up her home to the members on many occasions. Whether its for a
garden tour or attending a Sand Art workshop in her home, Jean is always the smiling host
teaching, and showing in her lovely humble way.
In addition to all of the above, Jean always came to every event and open garden camera in
hand. She took countless photos of every garden and at every meeting documenting all the Club
activities. Then ,with Jacks help, and a wave of her magic wand she presented us a beautiful ‘Year
in Review’ PowerPoint presentation set to music.
Jean, you have been so generous with your time, your gardening expertise and always with a
smile. The Club is honoured to have you as a member and we are proud to present you with this
Medallion in “Recognition of Outstanding Service”.

John Waddington
John grew up on a dairy farm near Manchester, England.
As a young man he immigrated to Canada and completed his post-graduate degrees in
Winnipeg, obtaining his PhD in Plant Science, found Charmaine, the love of his life, and became
famous for having a Banana plant in his apartment.
Charmaine and John spent their careers in Saskatchewan where John worked for the
Federal Department of Agriculture as a researcher on weed control, seed production, and forage
establishment. Throughout this time, he started expanding his interest in all types of plants and

began his collection of tropicals and other rare plants.
On retirement, John & Charmaine moved to West
Kelowna, where he was able to carry out his dream of
having as many tropical plants as possible. He added a
large solarium onto his house that he filled to the
brim with all sorts of rare plants. And his garden is a
total reflection of his other interest – all drought
tolerant (xeriscape) plants.
During his time here in the Okanagan, John joined
several organizations - the Friends of the Summerland
Research Station Gardens, the Orchid Society, the
Kelowna Garden Club, and taught computer use at the
Parkinson Senior's Centre. He wrote the xeriscape
chapter for the Master Gardeners training course and
a chapter on building a solarium in the book
“Gardening in the Okanagan”. He also served on the
executive of the Friends of Summerland Research
Station Gardens for 13 years as secretary, president
and treasurer.
On top of all of this, he still found time to be active
at the Kelowna Garden Club. He was treasurer for
four years and most recently he was the newsletter
editor for four years. He was always willing to help. He
gave talks and demonstrations on gardening, growing orchids or any topic that he was asked to
speak on. He opened his garden to Club members, helped at the plant sales by donating the most
fabulous plant material, and of course he was always around during the Plant Sales and Flower
Shows. Always smiling, always ready to answer questions and impart a little bit of knowledge
about growing the most common or the rarest of plants.
And lets not forget Charmaine who helped at the Club whenever she could. She was the
“Refreshment Assistant” for four years and helped at the club in many ways.
But now, John and Charmaine are off to Ottawa to live closer to their daughter and start a
new chapter in their lives. We would like to wish them well in all their future endeavours.
By presenting you, John, with this Medallion of “Recognition of Outstanding Service”, we
say thank you for all your contributions to the Kelowna Garden Club.

Kelowna Garden Club requests volunteers
to fill the following positions:
Door Prizes
This position can be shared. This entails purchasing 4 garden related
prizes to be wrapped and brought to the General Meeting for March,
April, May, (June is usually a picnic), Sept., Oct.,& Nov. They are given out
at the end of each meeting through a draw.

Membership
We require one person to assist the Membership Director (Bev Thomas).
This person is responsible to attend the General Meeting to help Bev sign
up new members. Also, to liaise with Bev and provide the Membership
Report at the monthly General meeting if Bev is not able to attend.

Greeters
We would like to have at least three greeters. Greeters are our “first line
ambassadors”. They are responsible to attend the General meetings,
greet members as they come in, hand out name tags, sign in guest
members etc.

Plant Sale Assistant
We require one more person to work with Darlene Cross on the Plant Sale
to be held April 24, 2021. You may be required to pick up plants, gather
pots, help set up for the sale the evening before and help all morning of
the 24th. This entails physical work but it is a lot of fun – camaraderie
with other volunteers, engaging with the public, etc.

Technical
We require two people at least that would attend the meetings and help
set up the technical side of the meeting. This involves ensuring the
sound, the overhead projector, the computer, etc. are all in sync and
working and most of all, to ensure the guest speaker make a flawless
presentation.
Please contact Marilyn Degraw by email at- presidentkgc@gmail.com
Thank you in advance for volunteering

Foretaste
of the
Future?

FAREWELL
I have been editor of our
newsletter for four years: it is time
for a change. Every editor brings a
style to the design and layout, and
after a while it gets boring,
repetitive, dull. A change brings
renewal; a refreshment, a new style,
an exciting newness.
I have enjoyed being your
editor. It is not hard. Mostly a matter
of arranging pictures and articles
that you as members sent me, and
sometimes
some
nagging
or
desperately searching the internet to
find something to fill a space..
There is always some editing of your
photos because they always need to
have their size changed to whatever
size I decided was appropriate, and
to have their quality reduced to 72
dpi so that the total file size of a
newsletter does not exceed 10 Mb,
which is the email limit of some
email servers (most are 20-25Mb).
Sometimes I have tinkered a little
with your text. I have some very
definite
ideas
about
English
grammar and sometimes spelling.
I think there are two rules for
editing: Rule-1: the editor is always
right. Rule-2: when the editor is
wrong, see Rule-1. I believe Rule 1 is
best applied gently, so you have seen
little of me and my opinions in the
newsletters. I am an avid xeriscape
gardener, with a semi-wild garden
which I consider most suitable for
the valley, and perhaps a sardonic
sense of humour. I have kept both in
check until recently. I think that
editorial opinions are the purview of
the club president, not the
newsletter editor.

Charmaine and I have decided that
the time has come for us to be nearer our
family – our daughter - in Ottawa, so we
are leaving the valley and the friends we
have made here.
There is a traditional Scottsh-Irish
song “The Parting Glass” that I think
expresses our feelings far better than
anything I can write:
Oh all the money that e'er I had
I spent it in good company
And all the harm that e'er I've done
Alas, it was to none but me
And all I've done for want of wit
To memory now I can't recall
So fill to me the parting glass
And drink a health whate'er befalls
Then gently rise and softly call
Good night and joy be to you all
Oh all the comrades that e'er I've had
They're sorry for my going away
And all the sweethearts that e'er I've had
Would wish me one more day to stay
But since it falls unto my lot
That I should rise and you should not
I'll gently rise and softly call
Good night and joy be with you all
So fill to me the parting glass
And drink a health whate'er befalls
Then gently rise and softly call
Good night and joy be to you all
John Waddington

