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President's Report
I love to watch the birds playing in my garden and taking
a bath in the water fountain. At this time, wild birds are
enjoying a glut of food. Our back yard is full of interesting birds,
hummingbirds, Nuthatch,Wren, Robin,Yellow Finch, Redpoll, to
name a few. They knock each other off the feeder as they fill
themselves for their winter flight. Seeds, fruits and insects are
in rich supply. But after the autumnal equinox on September
22, fall weather and cooler temperatures are due. So, it is time
to clean out the bird feeders and provide some much needed
substance in clean feeders for the coming cool weather.
Wild birds play an important role in our environment.
They clean up insect pests, remove garden litter, and generally
make themselves known with their songs. Over 60% of the
chickadee's winter diet is made up of overwintering aphid eggs.
That's a lot of aphids - gone! Owls kill thousands of nuisance
rodents in a single year. Make your garden a welcoming home
and the feathered friends will come back every year, all though
the sights and songs of all the winter birds are delightful too.
We had our first KGC meeting on September the first.
Thanks to all the volunteers that made it a success. The Parlour
Show out did it's self with 3 full tables of beautiful
arrangements, perfectly formed single blooms, and baskets of
vegetables. Congratulations to all the winners!
Our speaker, Don Burnett showed us how he overhauled
& creatively redesigned his gardens. We have been invited to
view his artistic designs in person. Will let you know the date.
Even though we are still have COVID-19 to be conscious of at all
times, we can celebrate gardening. I am so proud of all 7 of you
who opened your gardens this summer for the clubs enjoyment
and all of the members (160) who enjoyed the handiwork of
each Gardener.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, October 6, 2020. All
COVID-19 rules apply. We will not be pre registering at this
meeting, but you do need to sign in at entrance. The room area
for sitting is almost double the size so social distancing is easy
to keep. Looking forward to see you all there.
Marilyn Degraw, President

Our October meeting is at
the
First
Lutheran
Church, 4091 Lakeshore
Road on Tuesday, October
6th at 7/00 pm.
OUR OCTOBER SPEAKER
is
TARA BERGESON
Tara is a Professional
Forester and the Urban
Forestry Technician with
the City of Kelowna Parks
Department. She holds a
Bachelor of Science in
Forestry from UBC and a
Master’s of Science in
Forestry
from
UNBC.
Originally from Manitoba,
she found her way out
west
through
tree
planting, and spent 15
years in the silviculture
industry as a planter,
researcher,
and
eventually as a forester.
She has been with the City
in her current role for
just over two years and is
enjoying calling Kelowna
home.

Tara will speak
on

KELOWNA'S
URBAN FOREST

Kelowna Garden Club Monthly Meeting
Procedure
during COVID -19 following the Order of the
Provincial Health
Organizers: Marilyn Degraw, President of KGC
Alicja Paradzik, Vice President of KGC
Place: First Lutheran Church.
4091 Lakeshore Road.

Time: 7 pm to 9 pm meeting
Doors open: 6:15

1) We will have no more then 50 patrons attend the meeting.
2) We will station a volunteer at the entrance for control and information and
closely monitor
the number of people entering.
3) We will ensure there is sufficient space available to permit the members a
distance of 2
meters from one another when standing or sitting, unless they
belong to the same party. This will be achieved by keeping the folding doors open
to the entrance hall so we have one very large room.
4) We will ensure that there is a 3 metre separation between the speakers and
members.
5) We will have hand sanitation supplies readily available at the entrance and at
the table.
6) At entrance, we will have a registration station set up to obtain the first and last
name and telephone number, or email, of every patron who attends the
meeting.
We will ensure the information is retained
for 30 days.
7) Please bring your own beverage and snack. We are not allowed to serve food or
beverage.
8) When viewing the Parlour Show, move in one direction at all times keeping
social distancing.
9) At close of meeting, we will dismiss one row at a time to exit to entrance and
keep social distancing.
10) We request that all members wear masks.

The Dangerfield Garden

and Visitors

Anyone Ordering Bulbs?

October Parlour Show
Class 1: “Chrysanthemum Bowl” – donated by Kelowna and District Horticultural
Society one stem of chrysanthemum, any colour or variety.

Class 2: “Shades of Yellow” – an arrangement of flowers in shades of yellow with
foliage.

Class 3: “Heavenly Hydrangea” – one hydrangea bloom.
Class 4: “What’s Blooming” – your choice of any single flower or single flower stem
from your garden except for chrysanthemum and hydrangea.

Class 5: “Trick or Treat” - a seasonal design in a pumpkin or gourd. Accessories
allowed.

Class 6: “Show and Tell”

Overwintering Dahlias
Linda McIntosh
Now is the winter of my discontent…
Growing dahlias is easy and rewarding. Keeping them over winter is a bit more
challenging. There are many different methods but I’ll concentrate on what has worked for me.

Lift (=dig)
Dahlias should be lifted after the first killing frost when
the flowers, foliage and stems are blackened. Of course it
is preferable to do the task when the weather is
agreeable, so it can be done earlier. A good benchmark
timing for the Okanagan is around Thanksgiving and the
exercise will justify an extra piece of pumpkin pie.
Notice the word “lift” is used instead of “dig”. The goal is
to keep the stems and the tubers intact and undamaged;
a broken neck can be fatal.
The recommended practice is to lop off the stalks 4 to 6
inches above the tubers. Once the bulk of the plant has
been eliminated, it is easier to concentrate on accessing
the tubers. Using a fork or shovel, penetrate the soil a
fair distance (8 to 12 inches) from the stalk stumps and
loosen the soil. Move the fork or shovel under the tuber
mass and lift.
It’s a good idea to label the dahlia with the name or
colour at this time which can be done by writing on the tuber with a garden marker pen or by
attaching a tag to the stem.

Clean and Dry
Once the tubers are out of the ground, do a cursory
cleaning by removing as much soil as possible. Repatriate
earthworms and other creatures to the garden from whence
they came.
Tubers can be thoroughly cleaned by hosing them
down or you can leave them somewhat soiled.
The
advantages of thorough cleaning are that critters are
removed, growth eyes will be more readily discerned and
mother tubers will be evident. The disadvantages are the
additional work and drying time.
To dry the tubers, place them with stems down so that
any moisture in the hollow stems will drain. Also, if the
tubers haven’t been washed, the soil in the crevices between
tubers will be more exposed and dry more readily which
makes dividing easier.

Divide (and Conquer)
If you continue growing the same tubers, at some point you will need to divide the clump.
Sooner is better than later; trust me.
I was ignorant of this necessity for many years. When the planting holes I dug could hold
a treasure chest, my non-gardening husband (when asked to assist with digging), told me I
should divide the clumps of tubers. By this time, the clump was a solid mass and neither of us
had the strength to pry the tubers apart. Out came the pruning saw and the deed was ruthlessly
accomplished.
A few years later, I was at a Dahlia Tuber sale at Van Dusen Botanical Gardens and I asked
one of the vendors how tubers should be divided. He asked what method I had been using and
when I told him, like the Procol Harum song, his “face, at first just ghostly turned a whiter shade
of pale”.
The chore of dividing is fraught with decisions:
Should all tubers be kept?
Should they be divided in fall or spring?
Should the clumps be divided into individual tubers?
I

f left in clumps, how many tubers should be in each clump?

Regardless of whether you are dividing the tubers or not, diseased or badly damaged
tubers should be removed. You should also cut off the roots and any foliage. There is also a
question as to whether the “mother” tuber should be discarded. You will be able to identify the
mother because she looks older with a darker and rougher complexion. If the mother is plump
and firm, you may keep her as she might re-bloom. If the health and vitality of the mother is in
doubt, remove and discard.
Some experts opine that new growth comes sooner if divisions are made in the fall.
However, the critical mass of a larger clump is often beneficial in preventing desiccation. As long
as you have space to store larger clumps, dividing in the spring is preferable. Dividing to
individual tubers is a good practice for the following conditions:
Storage space is limited
You will be selling the tubers and want to maximize profit
Your eyesight is good
You have the time and patience to pursue this alternative
Only the tubers with growth eyes should be kept. These are most visible on washed
tubers approximately 8 days after the plant was killed by frost or by lopping. Stems would also
be removed leaving only the crown (the top section where the growth eyes are), the neck and the
tuber.
Keeping the tubers in clumps is less work. I like the clumps to be a reasonable size for
planting – ideally about 5 tubers. Some clumps have natural dividing points so any number of
tubers from 3 to 7 is good.
Dividing tubers can usually be done with small scissors, snips or secateurs. These tools
are particularly useful when dividing to one tuber. Another option is to pry the tubers apart;

turning them upside down and pulling apart the tubers instead of the stems is recommended.
Someone once told me that dropping the clump on concrete works and I believe them (but
haven’t tried it). Remember, the goal is to keep the stems and tubers attached so that the crown,
neck and tuber remain joined. If all else fails in dividing the clump, a pruning saw is a handy
tool…

Store
The most “forgiving” storage medium I have found is peat moss. In the dry climate of the
Okanagan, it’s a good idea to have the peat moss slightly damp – not so damp that it clumps but
just moistened enough that when you inhale deeply, it doesn’t infiltrate your nostrils.
Many experts caution against storing in plastic containers, however, they have never been
an issue for me. The large plastic lidded containers work well. Not owning shares in
Rubbermaid and having hundreds of tubers to store, I find sturdy plastic bags with an inch or so
of peat moss in the bottom are fine.
The contained tubers should then be placed in a cool, dark location. The temperature
should be above freezing or only marginally below freezing if additional insulation is provided.
For example, bags of tubers can be placed in cardboard boxes and further protected by
surrounding the bags with crumpled paper. Think potatoes; where you store potatoes would be
a good bet for storing dahlia tubers. I store mine in the wine cellar (which should be named the
“overwintering cellar” as there are far more tubers, corms, rhizomes etc. than bottles of wine).

Nurture
If you thought you were done until spring and all would be rosy, think again. For best
results, you should check the tubers on a regular basis to ensure they are plump and healthy.
(Yes, plump is desirable – at least for dahlia tubers!) I check all the tubers once a month and
remove any that have rotted (usually the mother) or gone mouldy. If the tubers are starting to
soften or shrivel, I spritz the peat moss with water.
When growth starts, it may be long and leggy and can be pinched back or even removed.
This is also an opportunity to divide further if the growth is sufficiently plentiful and vigorous.
I spend many hours in the winter months caring for my tubers which improves the
survival rate of both the tubers and me. (Did I mention winter is not my favourite season and my
dahlia tubers are in the wine cellar?)

Synopsis
1. Lift and let dry (too bad Roger Moore couldn’t help)
2. Separate (had “lift and separate” been written, would you cross your heart?)
3. Store
4. Care/give
5. Look forward to planting in spring

Pictures from our Events

Plant of the Month
Pyracantha (Firethorn) is a genus of
seven large, thorny evergreen shrubs in
the rose family. They are native to an
area extending from Southwest Europe
east to Southeast Asia, and has been
cultivated in gardens as an ornamental
since the 16th century. The plants can
reach up to 4.5 m (15 ft) high and 2-2.5 m
(6-8 ft) wide. Evergreen leaves are small
and oval with serrated edges.
The plants produce tight clusters of
small white flowers late spring and early
summer on growth at least a year old.
Tight clusters of red, orange, or yellow
fruit of apple form mature in late
autumn. The pulp is safe for human
consumption, and can be made into jelly,
but it is insipid or bitter. The seeds are
mildly poisonou and can cause mild
digestive problems when eaten in large
enough quantities. The fruits persist into
winter and are valuable bird food.
Grows best in full sun but can tolerate
partial shade: too much shade will result in fewer berries.
Prefers well-drained, sandy soils: drought-tolerant when well-established. Avoid
planting in very rich soils, which cause rampant growth, more susceptible to disease,
especially fireblight.
Pyracantha is susceptible to fireblight, a bacterial disease that first kills individual
branches and then the entire plant. Scab causes plants to drop their leaves and turns fruit a
dark, sooty color. Check your nursery for disease-resistant varieties.
Can be pruned or seared for shape anytime, but the best time is in winter or very early
spring. Can be grown in almost any form – a thick, thorny impenetrable hedge, a freestanding
shrub, or espaliered against a wall or trellis. Do not plant by a path or play area. The thorns
are very sharp and easily puncture human skin, sometimes causing slight inflammation and
pain. Wear heavy gloves and eye protection when handling the plant. They are also good
shrubs for a wildlife garden, providing dense cover for roosting and nesting birds, summer
flowers for bees and an abundance of berries as a food source. Birds love pyracantha.
Fall is the best time to plant pyracantha, because the cool air and soil temperatures
encourage the shrub to produce a strong root system, which is a better time for a shrub that
does not like to be transplanted.
Many varieties have been developed for berry colour, disease resistance, and plant
mature size.

