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Transplanting and Dividing Perennials
Alicja Paradzik

Here it is, almost fall. We have enjoyed our lovely gardens all summer. but as we weeded
and pruned and relaxed, we also noticed little things that required our attention. An overgrown
plant here, a plant doing poorly over there and of course plants in the wrong place because
they’re either too tall, too wide, wrong colour or wrong texture.
The fall is a great time to design your garden for next year. There are many perennials
that can be moved, divided or even eliminated at this time of year. The days are shorter and
cooler, most plants have finished blooming and the best part is that you can remember exactly
how everything grew and looked.
So go out into your garden and take a look and make a plan. Take a walk through your
garden and note which plants need dividing and/or moving. Picture how they will look in their
new spot, staying mindful that you are placing them in the right spot where they will thrive. i.e.
correct sun exposure, soil conditions, etc.
It is best to divide plants on a cooler day, preferably in the morning on an overcast day
when light rain is in the forecast. Water the plant well a day in advance so they are well hydrated
for the move.
Now we’re ready. If you are only relocating a plant, dig a deep hole larger than the
anticipated root ball. Fill the hole with water and let it soak in. Fill it again and let it drain again.
If it drains away too quickly the second time, fill the hole with water again. The soil should be
moist, but not muddy. This process ensures the surrounding soil won’t wick away the water
from your transplant.
Now dig up the plant you are moving. Do this carefully and try to maintain as generous a
root ball as you can manage. Once you have the root ball lifted out of the original spot, ensure it
will fit into your pre-dug hole. If not, adjust the size of the hole by either adding more soil if it’s
too deep or enlarging the hole if not large enough.
Slide the new plant into the hole, and fill with soil halfway. Tamp it down.
Now water. Fill the hole with water but without waiting for it to drain, fill the hole with
soil, pat it down gently.
Supply temporary shade for the first few days to help prevent wilting. You can do this by
strategically placing a patio umbrella or even a lawn chair over the plant. The plant will need
extra water for the first week at least.
Step back and admire your now perfectly placed plant.
If you intend to divide a plant, this involves a bit more work. It still involves digging up
established plants but then separating them into smaller sections to be replanted. Dividing

them encourages new growth, stimulates flowering, prevents overcrowding and creates more
plants. Because these plants are being divided and there is more damage to the roots, more care
must be taken to ensure the divisions of the plant grow healthily and will not require division
again for a few years.
Dig up the entire plant, lifting it out with most roots intact. Remove any loose dirt around
the roots. Separate the plant into smaller sections by gently pulling or teasing the roots apart
with your hands or, for larger plants, cut with a sharp knife or spade. If you wash the root ball,
natural divisions will become clear and in some cases the plant will “divide” by falling into
sections on its own. Each divided section should have three to five vigorous shoots and a good
supply of roots.
Plant the newly divided plants into pre-prepared holes as outlined above. Water
frequently until established.
The biggest question is, of course, how often to divide and when is the best time to
transplant and/or divide plants. A good rule of thumb is to divide fall blooming perennials in
the spring and spring/summer blooming perennials in the fall.
Of course, there will be divided plants that you don’t have room for and you may have
some plants in your garden that you just do not wish to keep for one reason or another. Don’t
forget the Kelowna Garden Club Spring Plant Sale. Plant these little extras in an empty spot in
your garden. Look after them well and in the spring transfer them into pots, label them and
donate to the plant sale.

Dividing a Columbine
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Kelowna Garden Club Members
Open Garden and Garden Shed Sale
Saturday, September 12th, 10am to 3:00 pm
Jean and Jack Dangerfield
180 Rimrock Road
Kelowna, B.C. (Press control, click on the hyperlink)

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/180+Rimrock+Rd,+Kelowna,+BC+V1W+4J6/
@49.7842324,119.5652109,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x548275c4045a65f7:0x9d6db98d442d55
4d!8m2!3d49.7814895!4d-119.5689329?hl=en
We will have perennial plants, house plants, lots of succulents, items for
floral arranging, sand art, vases, pots and containers, planters, irrigation piping,
and odds and ends - all at your pricing. Proceeds will go to the Garden Club.
I am happy to have members of the Garden Club bring potted plants from
their gardens for sale with all proceeds going to the club. If you wish to price them
please do so before bringing them. Otherwise they will be sold by donation.
Please feel free to bring your items over on Thursday or Friday morning, Sept. 10th
or 11th, or call me, 250-764-0620.
Our president, Marilyn Degraw, suggested that we have a donation box so
that people can offer what they are comfortable with and we do not have to deal
with a lot of paper money and coins. Please bring lots of change!
I ask that anything that does not sell be taken back by the owner since we are
downsizing for a move next Spring and will not be able to store extra items.
We will follow Covid rules with hand sanitizers, masks, social distancing and
gloves. Please wear a mask if you are able to. The entrance will be at the gated
stairway at the side of the house, through the rock garden, and the exit will be at
the garden shed.
Gudrun has offered to help me (thank you Gudrun) and to bring over the
Garden Club Open Garden Signs which will prominently displayed.
Anything that does not sell will be donated directly to the Garden Club, saved
for the April plant sale, or sent to Salvation Army.
Looking forward to seeing you on Saturday September 12th.
Jean and Jack

More Tall Tales
Matt's Cucumber
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Note that Matt, as a good Canadian, is
measuring his cucumber in centimetres.
But he also has it in feet and inches, in
case some of our friends from south of
the border are relaxing for a day while
on their way to Alaska.

This is the last
supplementary
newsletter

Cleome serrulata
Spiderflower
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